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Creative triplets with an eye for design
share this serene space — and a passion for music,
people and mohair. (
- ginal homeowners,

ochem Elsner,
he old teak shutters
ite Gallery in Cape
only do they

he staircase, but
dd warmth to the
eutral palette.

By Frieda le Roux ® Photographs Henrique Wilding e Stylist Marian van Wyk

Who lives here?

Andrea, Marion and \ | Slipcovers on the couches and ottomans make for
Claudia Wandel easy living. The floors are solid pine treated with a
WHERE Somerset West white oil from ProNature.
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- For the German Wandel sisters, life is
all about the here and now.

For them, being mindful is the key to happiness and self-expression and

the spaces, light and textures in their home in Somerset West serve as a

conductor for their creativity — as a collective but also as individuals.

Marion, who lives in South Africa most of the time,

discovered “The White House”, as they fondly refer to their il |, T B ‘H‘ =
' tranquil home with its view of the ocean. “We know the d kA 221 % |
former owners; they said they'd never sell the house,” recalls
Andrea. “But Marion always knew that one day it would be our home.
And she was right!”

The sisters first came to South Africa on a vacation 15 years ago.

They liked what they saw and decided to invest in property. Since then,
Marion has relocated to South Africa — she only spends about one month a
year in Europe — while Andrea currently divides her time between South
Africa and Europe. Claudia only visits for about four weeks a year.

More like a holiday home

The former owners, Evi and Jochem Elsner of Home

Concept, designed and built the spacious house with its

high ceilings and lived there for six years before

relocating to Yzerfontein. They're friends with the Wandel
sisters and have been back to the property several times
— an experience Evi describes as “familiar and strange at

the same time”.
The design was focused on easy living, Evi explains.

That's probably why people often say that the house feels

more like a holiday home. “For us, it was just a very
easy-to-live-in home with a relaxed atmosphere

where we could accommodate lots of friends — and our
pets loved it too! We love that it's still a cosy, light-filled
home with beautiful views.”
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The Wandel sisters, who took owners-ﬁip in 2016, were
taken with the big open spaces that somehow never
compromise on privacy. “We also fell in love with the
wooden front door and the wooden frame around the
window in the living room. We love every detail!”

The house is north-facing with mountain views to the
north and the sea visible on the horizon. “You can see it
from every window,” Andrea says. “In summer, we love
to use the terrace as much as possible.”

Another spot you'll find the sisters in during summer is
on the upstairs balcony. “The big couch helps us relax
and this is where we spend many lovely evenings with
friends.” Thanks to its position, the balcony is protected
from the summer wind. >>
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The old wood of the dinin

table really speaks tous.
When we fa//llm love with\old
dture, We have to find a
e for ]it! —

i ' ) - big mirror in the dining area
' - : ‘was made by Jochem. Andrea says:
. - = “': - “I'just love to see the reflections from
= | everywhere and it crea__tes the illusion
Al three sisters studied classical music, of even more space. The fabric I've put
but Andrea is the pianist. “Whenever she . over it is see-through which creates a
| is in South Africa, she composes her own kind of three-dimensional effect.”
= music in the style of the Italian pianist ~_The dining table and chairs were also
Te— Ludovico Einaudi,” Marion says. 'inherited' from the previous owners.

Counters made by Stucco Italigno
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- a house with an open-plan design. “The space

kbut? from A"bf!&WOOdz o pen-p . g P While all three sisters are artistic, Marion is the one
P P ! invites you to be more creative,” Andrea, a trauma h iments with the dé t I love 1o bl
rods’ with te 'Lo/” therapist, says. Her sisters are psychotherapists who egpelr;rr]ngn S W't. E ec;nhr.mos : ; olveko pe;y

enhance the dre and all three of them studied classical music: arouna with decoration. Lverytning nas to oo goo,

) : - otherwise | don't feel at home.” Andrea agrees: “We
Andrea plays the piano, Marion the violin and .
love to change things around; after all, Wandel means

Claudia the cello. toh NG o
g . - | .. change’ in German!
We're all very creative on a musical, spiritual, Vosd g

emotional and mental level and all of us have our - The house has a neutral palette with light and dark
own way of @kpressing it.” grey as accents. A gorgeous range of mohair blankets

In winter, the fireplace anchors the open-plan produced by Andrea and Marion’s local business
living area and provides warmth for the entire MareaMarea add warmth, texture and colour.

" ) . . We employ several people but for us it's a social
house. Positioned in a corner, it's visible from ploy peop

various different angles. “It reallyis the centre of project rather than bu§|ness, SaYS Andrea. .
our home,” says Andrea. The sisters are committed to their product: “I love

the quality of this mohair. It's light and warm; you can
wear it as a garment or use it as a blanket or as
decoration,” Marion explains. Andrea is quick to
agree: “It is the best and lightest material you can
imagine. You feel protected and safe, and it provides
you with warmth in such a tender way.”

Just like their lovely home. >>

beach-house look.
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A latte screen suspended from rope (below) creates
some privacy at the front door.
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the Nutec cladding on the home's exterior (see
left). The cement finish that the sisters love

so much is echoed here on the floor and on
sections of the wall.

Mohair shawl from MareaMarea; mohair blanket
from Adéle’s Mohair =

The wood-burning concrete
fireplace was designed and cast
by Jochem. Thereafter, Stucco
Italiano polished the rim.
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“The cabinet in the kitchen is#illed Marion relaxes in the
with wool, buttons, needles, pearls spacious sitting

b and all kinds of little items you need “We love the ho!
4 g { to knit,” Andrea says. The sisters’ because of its cal

) | — -\ _ mother helped them to make the atmosphere and
Marion’s bedroom, the only one most of the cabinet. “It’s filled with openness.” f i
on the mezzanine level, is her ¢ history,” Andrea adds.
sanctuary. “My bedroom feels |
like a big ship. | work with
people a lot, so | use the space
to take time out and relax.” o b
The ceiling is insulated with
ISN Board between the exposed

rafters. The two skylights let in

plenty of light; they have blinds -’ ]

that help keep the room cool
in summer.

Viohair blankets by MareaMarea
nd Adéle’s Mohair
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